
The beginning of Bush Search and Rescue Victoria: the 1949 Wilsons Promontory Search v2                 Page 1 of 10 

BSAR is 70 years old 

We don’t know the names or the clubs of the 11 volunteer bushwalkers who left the Russell Street Police 

Headquarters in 2 trucks early on Friday 6 May 1949 for Port Welshpool.  There they boarded a fishing 

ketch and were landed on the east coast of Wilsons Promontory to join the large search for a missing 

bushwalker. 

This was the first occasion volunteer bushwalkers organised through the Federation of Victorian Walking 

Clubs (now Bushwalking Victoria) assisted in a bush search. 

Senior Police were very impressed with the skill and independence of these bushwalkers and encouraged 
the Federation to establish a formal search and rescue group.  Six Clubs made this a reality soon after this 
search; MBC, MAWTC, MUMC, VMTC, WCV, YHA.  Five of these Clubs still provide members to BSAR. 

The newspapers of the time tell the story: 

  



The beginning of Bush Search and Rescue Victoria: the 1949 Wilsons Promontory Search v2                 Page 2 of 10 

The Wilsons Promontory Search, May 1949. 

The beginning of Bush Search and Rescue Victoria 

The Age, Wednesday 4 May 1949 

 
 

The Age, Thursday 5 May 1949 
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The Herald, Friday 6 May 1949 

“Victorian Walking Club” means Federation of Victorian Walking Clubs.  The press had 

trouble getting that right for decades. 

 
 

  



The beginning of Bush Search and Rescue Victoria: the 1949 Wilsons Promontory Search v2                 Page 4 of 10 

The Age, Saturday 7 May 1949 

 

 

The Argus, Tuesday 10 May 1949 

“
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The Argus, Thursday 12 May 1949 

 
 

 

The Argus, Saturday 14 May 1949 

Letter of thanks from the family of Alfred 

Howie. 
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The Herald, Saturday 14 May 1949 

 
 

The Age, Tuesday 17 May 1949 

Letter from the President and Secretary of 

the Federation of Victorian Walking 

Clubs. 
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The Herald, Tuesday 17 May 1949 

 

The Herald, Wednesday 18 May 1949 
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The Herald, Saturday 28 May 1949 
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The Argus, Friday 1 July 1949 

 
 

The Argus, Friday 12 August 1949 

 

 

 

Alfred Howie in 1943 

Acknowledgment: the Howie family 
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No trace of Alfred Howie was ever found.  What happened to him? 

His family recall one possibly discussed at the time.  Given that his destination was Refugee Cove, he may 
have fallen off the slippery log crossing Sealers Creek at Sealers Cove, either at high tide or when the Creek 
was in flood and been washed out to sea. 
 
In August 1949 the Federation of Victorian Walking Clubs established its Search and Rescue Section. 

Members were called out, in response to a request for assistance from Victoria Police, by a Club based 

telephone tree.  In the early years, members assembled at the Russell Street Police Headquarters, in a hall 

in the basement. 

The Police Search and Rescue Squad was formed in 1957. 

See “The Scroggin Eaters, A history of bushwalking in Victoria”; pp 183 to 190 for a detailed account of the 

search. 

Thank you to the family of Alfred Howie for sharing their recollections and records. 

Newspaper articles collated from TROVE by Duncan Brookes, May 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


