BSAR is 70 years old

We don’t know the names or the clubs of the 11 volunteer bushwalkers who left the Russell Street Police
Headquarters in 2 trucks early on Friday 6 May 1949 for Port Welshpool. There they boarded a fishing
ketch and were landed on the east coast of Wilsons Promontory to join the large search for a missing
bushwalker.

This was the first occasion volunteer bushwalkers organised through the Federation of Victorian Walking
Clubs (now Bushwalking Victoria) assisted in a bush search.

Senior Police were very impressed with the skill and independence of these bushwalkers and encouraged
the Federation to establish a formal search and rescue group. Six Clubs made this a reality soon after this
search; MBC, MAWTC, MUMC, VMTC, WCV, YHA. Five of these Clubs still provide members to BSAR.

The newspapers of the time tell the story:
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The Wilsons Promontory Search, May 1949.

The beginning of Bush Search and Rescue Victoria

The Age, Wednesday 4 May 1949

No Word from
Elderly Hiker

FOSTER, Tuesday —Tonight
nothing hed been hourd of Mr.
A. B. Howle, 64 vears, of West-
ley=sireel, Hawtharn, who left
the Tidal Camp River 15 days
Ao on A hiking tour of Wil-
son's Promontory.

Mr. Howie said that he would
be back by Friday last,

Tonlght 1t was decided to
send out n search party.

A fellow hiker who left Mr.
Howile about & week ago sald
Mr. Howie Intended (o hike
through rough country from
Fealer's Cove to Refuge Cove.

When bhe left Mr, Howie had
food for a fortnight,

If no word is received of hilm
tomorrow morning a search
party will leave,

- -

The Age, Thursday 5 May 1949

Search Party
Delayed

Police, rangers and exper!-
enced bushumen will stert thelr
searah this momnlng for Mr, A
B, Howie Od-yoar-odd clerk, of
Weatleventrast Yawthnen, whoa
I now six days overdue from
B hiXing tour on Wllson's
Promontory.

Becauwse of bad weather the
searchers, who were 1o have
travelied by boat 10 Sealers
Cove, have had to make the
overiand trip from Tids) River.
Ihwah" delayed them by 24

Mr, Howie Jeft the Nationw

Park rangers restdence on
Apnl 19, accompanied by @

Mr. Ceolechin, for e
hi tosr of some of the

Btate’s roughest country.

Before leaving he sadd he
would be back last Friday, and
nad armnged for & car (o res
dtz:m hitn 0 PFpster on thot

Y.

|
|

Mr. Colechin returned more
than = werk ago, but since

then nothing has been heard

of Mz. Howle

Mr. A J. Wlson, ranger ol
Thin]l River, sald yestorday
that e belleves Mr. Howle 13
gither losl or hine bad an wc-
cldent.

"Mr. Howie carried cancen:
trated fooct, but hed oo guu or
fahing rod with him, and the
bush In the back couniry lLere

bs lke a brick wall™ he sdded
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The Herald, Friday 6 May 1949

“Victorian Walking Club” means Federation of Victorian Walking Clubs. The press had

trouble getting that right for decades.
~ The Herald, Friday,

May 6, 1949—

More Jein
Search
For Hiker

_ Two truck loads of ex-
enced hikers from a
e walking club
left for Wilson's Promon-
tory early today to extend
the search for Mr A. B.
Howie, 63, of Weslley
St., Hawthorn, missing for
a week.
Late t, or early tomor-

row, - party will be followed
by Mr rton Colechin and {wo
companions who left the aily by
train today. Mr Colechin, a
eity optician, was Mr Howie's

hiking companion, and saw him

last on April 19 when Mr Howie
stopped on the Sealer’'s Cove
track to change hig wet clothes.

Because Mr Howie had a sup-
ply of food and expected to be
away for several days no anxiety
was felt ntngn Friday, whon':m
was expected (o return over ing
Sealer'’s Cove ftrack to Tidal
River,

The two parties which left
Melbourne today are exprcied
to join & e party at Scal-
er's Cove tonight. end will move
over a wide front through wild
country toward Refuge Cove,
about three miles south-ecast

Although he has been esposed
to driving rain and bitter coid
during the past week, the
searchers have not lost hope
that Mr Howie will be found
nlive.

Yesterday the fishing kach
Janet Isles—eguipped with =&
wireless receiver for messages
from the Wilson's Promontory
lighthouse—searched the coast
in rough seas as far as Reluge
Cove. It returned to Welsh-

ool late last night. She will
osd more slores and retumm
eariv tomorrow when the «ta
har moderated,

(Continued on Page-3)

Search For
Mr How

(Continued from

No request has been made yet
to the RAAF for a plane o
assist in the search,

Only clue to the missing
man’s movements is that ap-
parently he removed a quantity
{of tea, potatoes, soup, sugar
fand condensed milk from a
shelter hut at Sealer's Cove
several days ago. If his supply
of concentrated fopd had been
exhausted the food from the
hut would have sustained him
for several days if he had
missed the Tidal River track or
decided to return past Refuge
Cove.

During the last week the
country east of Tidal River to
Sealer’s Cove has been searched
thoreughly by police and bush-
Imen led by Senior Constable,
| Fleischer, of Foster, the Darby
‘River ranger (Mr J. S. Sparkes)
and Mr Don Lester, an ex-
Perienceii_ bushman: ;

—THE SUN—Thursi

MISSING EL]
MAY BE

[JUSHMEN think that Mr.
A. B. Howie, 83, who is
missing on Wilson’s Prom
ontory, may be lying in
rough country, unable to
make his plight known to
searchers. en ;
" h seas with a heavy swell
yesterday preven _ Searche
it ouf in & ng
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The Age, Saturday 7 May 1949

New Hope for
Missing Hiker

The discovery of nshes from
A recent eamp fire and & card-
poard food oaniainer similay
to those carvied by the misaing
man has gliven fresh hops In
8 g search for M7, A B Hawie

yenrs, of estiey-street
Hawthorii, now  elght davs
averdue from a DIXIng Lrip a!
Wiisan’s Promaontory.

Although he has beern out In
torrential rain and blitter cold
|lor sevezal days, experienced
‘bushmen are now convineed
that Mr Howle s still allyve
| Ten members of the Vie-
[torisn Wsiking Club yecterdsy
Jeft, for Wilsom's Promontors
to assist 10 the search,

This morning Mr Morton
Colrchin, with twa oom-
panions, will Join them.

Mr. Coloehin, a clty optictan,
was with Mr, Howle nm Wil-
san’a Promontory until lA(pril
19, when he reLurned to Mel-
bourme,

Air Search

Attempls Wil be made to us2
an alcernft o the search to-
say.

Yesterday Mr. Harry Brosch.
of Part Albert, tried to jolm
the ssarch In his teo-2eater
Tiger Moth, but was gnable to
lnke off because of 1he
weather,

Mr. Brusch wil gn to Yarram
today and try to borvow & plans
irom Yarram Asro club.

However, the area 15 nigged
and dense serub country o

LUge consddey ground parulss

ve the best chance of Jocsl-
ng Mr. Howia, ;

The Argus, Tuesday 10 May 1949
Air search
hiker today
A RAAF Dakota will
leave Sale at dawn today
to make & search of Im- .
penetrable scrub country
on Wilson’s Promontory for
the missing hiker, Mr A. B.
Howle, 63, of Westley st,
Hawthorn.

He~was last seen

5 Eont] it

small plateau between Mt Wil-
agx and Mt Ramsay, on April
17, and is now 11 days overdue

::t his destination at Refuge
ove, .
Benior-constable H. Filelscher
of Foster, who has led a search
Pty Pt gl 0
u
reported that no trace of Howie
had been found,

bourne Hiking Club, who joined
the search at the weekend, re-
furned to Melbourne last night.
Another five men, some of whom
are close friends of the missing
man, set out for Mt Wilson this
morning.

The men think Howie, who is
a keen amateur photographer,
may have ciimbed to the sum-
mit of one of the mountains to
take plctures,

Unless Howie s fcund by the
weekend, additional searchers
will climb both mountains In a
final effort to find him.
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The Argus, Thursday 12 May 1949

Air search
for hiker
in vain
An RAAF Avro-Anson flew
at treetop level oevr moun-
tains, valleys, and beaches,
on every part of rugged
Wilson's Promontory yes-
terday in a vain, two-hour
search for the lost hiker,
Mr A. B. Howle, 63, of West-

ley st, Hawthorn.

Two experienced bushmen In
the plane trained binoculars on
the precipitous granite siopes of
Mt Wilson and Mt Ramsey,

Mists cleared to make condi-

tions ideal for the alr search
yesterday, and it was felt that

little could be gained by an-
other flight,

Meanwhile, the land search,

now in its 1ith day, will con-
tinue,

'Mrfﬂorsled‘hu now been miss-
ng for Y&, Though warmly
clad when ]ast seen, has no
emergency food supply.

The Argus, Saturday 14 May 1949

Letter of thanks from the family of Alfred

Howie.

FAMILY THANKS
SEARCHERS FOR
MISSING HIKER

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARODS
Mrs A. B. Hovwie and family
wish to thank sincerely all who
have given genernusly thelr

Ume and their energy In the
search for my brother, Alfred.;
who is missing on Wilson's Pro-
montory.

Mrs Howie and family, to
@ether with Mr Howie's|
brothers and myself, want es-

cially to thank Constable!

, Mr Watson, Mr Lester,
Mr Sparkes, thr members of the

Melbourne Walking Club, the air
pllots, the fishermen. and al
who have taken part in the
search.

We have recelved many letters
and te of sympathy, and
we would be grateful if yon
would pass on, through the
columns of THE ARmcus, our
heartfeit thanks and apprecia-

MARY E HOWIE.
23 Lissom grove, Hawthorn.
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~ The Herald, Saturday 14 May 1949 The Age, Tuesday 17 May 1949

e ; Letter from the President and Secretary of
POLICE MYST' F ' ED the Federation of Victorian Walking

g
X
3
-
5

party would be about slx bushe
wen from the Lands Departi-
ment. who had beend working ab|
Yanakie for oseveral weeks,

ABOUT HIKEI}_ . Clubs.
Police and bushmen, who have searc sou
e i s || Lelters
puul:‘ by Ma mnmlu;o Jhmou‘a«. SE A RC H AND
e, of Pester Dot wid to- RESCUE

The protescted search for &
missing muddle-agtd man now
taking place on Wilson's Proa-
ontory, 14 @ the Federas
tjon of ictortan  ‘Walking
Clubs that the [allowing polnls
DE DMMOe PUD .o
Do not undertako “lane" wips

uniess on woll used iracks or

roads o ressonably settlsd
countiry.

Do not undertalke trips in re.
mote, difficuls or unknown
couniry unless you Have ihe

d and W;;unt

ul *
Do mmtm f” withe

out belng reasomnable confl-

dent that you are physically
it for them.

The lesding members of the
varlous clubs have consider-
able experience In bushcraft,
and when it & known that
som= “hiker” {5 Jost o misalng
in she Buah they are always
willing - even anxious = o

=

of some time this feders-
tlon hes had under considerss
tlon a search snd TEsCUS MOs
tion pianned along the lines of
afficlent, ofMeolally reao
bodles operating in NAW. and
New Zealand., That such an
grganisation i pomsibie and
coukl be valuable was demon-
strated on Satarday-Monday
May T-2. when & of 14
membars from olubs
waa organbed during the Pri.
day in Melbournt, and on Bat-
urday morning was “on the
Job" at Wilsen's Promontory,
scziating tha lare! poalee In thae
seaich-=J B TLPR (Presl.
dentd, B O, STEWART (Ber-
retaryy,
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The Herald, Tuesday 17 May 1949

MISSING HIKER
MYSTERY
Police HQ To Join Hunt?

Dotectives from Russell Street may help
soon in an oxtended search for Mr A. B.
Howie, 63, of Waestley Street, Hawthorn,
who has been missing in rugged country at
Wilson's Promontory for more than a fort-
night,

ey are expecling

reoort [rom Senlaory Con
sfgble O P Flolschio
ol [rr,(.frl | ITN w
vill Lave Mr Howw
probable movem !
snce e VR e
on " Otrack o Sedler
Cove

When thir repost !
analysed. the detocting: ol
imke  Purthe QUL

»er . 'I '3 14 .-v|
Promonsory 1 rory

‘Himn

NO CLUES LEFT

Thwe most alimge featurre
o police and Dushanen ol pre
st b that Mre Heawle AN
npprared witheut [saving new
tioe 1o Bin movyoments

LA ] s 18
0|| 1'% Al i "
Lt i n (UL B
mir 1 STAY " |
) ot} wr n ‘
L Y | gtan "vl k -~
h O Doy 1y
alen
Me N '
e ™ -
h nitd ' '
. LA
el ' T 1
n AN | . 2rry

3CALE MUUNI

\
Ak the gullisy ik QIS
ot e e I Lers
LR

i M A weinn s

i |
Hianie! ] oy : il

h Beclie LT A PR |
' O Ut Wikioe
'l £ {» T A
AL ! o o B

The Herald, Wednesday 18 May 1949

Still Searching
For Hiker

't 1D Anve sinee Mr A F
Honwe W), of Wealiey Rtregt
Hasthorn,  dlsapprearsd  whie

walking throaen ¢ ™ eoun.
vy s Wison » onrory
Wit the sach 221 goes on

TWO soaren parties are o

one of 10 men and the other
¥ They have divided Wi
oy Promnniory B8 AR
angd Arp By seAp  they Are
Marenirs e abhole dntrict

Reniew Conetabis 0O
Fielscher of Footer palire aai
indat that! thr presen! AN
nruld take #igh! ar nine days
The 4 miarn sencrhing s
well sauimeed Aand maesmarng
e ! saretiemced Tinhmen
i Ansetralis
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The Herald, Saturday 28 May 1949

Promontory Search For
Hiker Abandoned

Aller une of the lunxnt seatchies on record i Vie
torin, Foster polier have lempordiily QIABARGED Darures

(nal have heen looking for Mr A B Hewle, 81, of West
Mo steriousis

Iev Streel., Hawtharn, whos disapprared
during & trek al Wilson's Fromoilery mof# TRan Even
weeks ngo

S Mo c'u.p)r-:': my»
wrsoutly gurivg v tree on Wik
o'y Protmoniary sevvn s
00

[ogeiries are now Loy mbde
i (e ooty O Meqing  Orteciiye
W.W W Mosoey of e ke
wel) Biorret Rominite Squsd

in the st wreh, Sembor
[eteetive Movney has siadind
maps and Lerviewsd more
than W relntives and friends
of ﬂr“m.‘i.o Yr: one h:.

v » ¢ e W the
m M:{‘ ey renrnts
niter was sk sern a0

Aprld 1D

He war then on & ek Lo
woetm 3he “"Beuos Roemd™ and
the Satdlée ang intended walk-|
Ing 10 Bealsr 'y Cove |
£ mMal "L T lakrn »
ImACing part 1 all e weccies
i SOMiny L sset maatiIving

'l;'nm_n wie that Howir — a
| « AR ——c— ' —
STy Nivshiooutal il (vl Q10
Inft o e

He daricied the ta0or: [
Hirs e A N LR T

Meiluniurns bataae s it e
Lo D'y TN e I55A
Friumy um (W) W wu LR ATT
ok Hir o1ty Dot Lo oL
bete anig ot L ‘e

The seavy laety hasl esamiand
the temaing of rmuny firen It
Ehe BIarior, but were salis-
Hed that vwne had hesn ol
by Hoanke

He onn )
KNP aenld

EMLES Al

NAd BeEn

ri ¥

s Tmslrd e
grnuds on e Ble belnre 10 o it

0,' .\1"

neinker minl
we!

M Broang)
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The Argus, Friday 1 July 1949

‘Human radar’hunt
for hiker

ARRYING samples of hair and blood taken

from a cap worn by the missing man, a
prospector will set out from Foster today to
search Wilson’s Promontory for Mr Alfred
Howie, aged 63, of Hawthorn.

Mr Howie has been missing
since early in May, and several
intensive searches have failed to
reveal any trace of him,

The prospector is Mr Geoige
Edwards, who is confident that
ne can trace Mr Howle, Mr
Edwards will use what he des-
cribes as “human radar” in his
search,

He is a diviner, and has suc-
cessfully used his ability to
locate water and minerals in
various parts of Australia,

His practice s to employ ma-
terials of a similar nature to
those for which he is searching,
and he sald yesterday that the
hair and blood samples from Mr
Howie's cap would be used to
“tune in" as he approached the
Promontory.

Mr BEdwards, who will be ac-
companied by two men who
knew Mr Howle, clalmed In Fos-
ter yesterday that by means of
his unique “human radar”
qualities he had already “picked
up” Mr Howie,

The Argus, Friday 12 August 1949

Argus, Fri, Aug 12/49--3

New search
for
lost hiker

S| A new search will begin loday
for Mr Alfred Howie, 63, of
| Westley st, Hawthorn, who dis-
appeared three months ago on &
hike across Wilsen'’s Fromon-
tory.

His =on, Colin, left Meélbourne
- plastomighttor Leongalha, where
Jh‘.é"wm’he jomed this morning

by experienced bushmen, who

e will search a  thickly weoded
(orea known as The Gorge, be-
Liveen ihree and four miles
from Seslers’ Cove.

They will renew the scarch
from a spot they reached a fort-
night ago when they were
turned back by bad weather.

Led by Me George Ecwards, &
professions]l water diviner, -of
Leongatha,  they had then
reachied the edge of rough coun-
try overgrown wilh thick serub,
Becesuse of his ability to locate
objecls with the aid of divining
apparstus desigued by himself,
Mr Edwards has become Known
as the Madar” man, ‘e is con-
y|fident the body will be found,

]

w

P e
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P T
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|
% Fellowship
i I WISH 14 britg to the notice
mﬁof Four readers the generous
o on of the 11 members of
I the ¢Iubs afiiliated as the Fados
| e o ier, N
{ Clups, who ler cihourne ir
M {%@z.ch.or & man missjngp ég:
' :6 sen's P:omonfory.
Y the time these penple
J rehan they wiil have trsﬁ%ggg
| 2bolt 280" miles by amgrec
| Lansport gt their “own  pwe
; en_se and walked many n‘uips
' | .'n VEry rough comiry — ali in
H “Tk mclez{iem. weather, v
LS action exemalifes :
u faliowshin c:ac:’s'.int:fia gf?ﬂf(}}t;

buthi'f?‘a}};crs.
D dCHARD I vy >
{5 _s_o:w_z:-_ m_xﬁswcn Hi;f, qu;lﬁ?\’ !

t
1
E
: \urm-&- -

Alfred Howie in 1943
Acknowledgment: the I—‘Iowie family
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No trace of Alfred Howie was ever found. What happened to him?

His family recall one possibly discussed at the time. Given that his destination was Refugee Cove, he may
have fallen off the slippery log crossing Sealers Creek at Sealers Cove, either at high tide or when the Creek
was in flood and been washed out to sea.

In August 1949 the Federation of Victorian Walking Clubs established its Search and Rescue Section.

Members were called out, in response to a request for assistance from Victoria Police, by a Club based
telephone tree. In the early years, members assembled at the Russell Street Police Headquarters, in a hall

in the basement.
The Police Search and Rescue Squad was formed in 1957.

See “The Scroggin Eaters, A history of bushwalking in Victoria”; pp 183 to 190 for a detailed account of the
search.

Thank you to the family of Alfred Howie for sharing their recollections and records.

Newspaper articles collated from TROVE by Duncan Brookes, May 2019
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