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Wellington Plains  11-12 October 2012. 
During the afternoon of Thursday 11 October a 
secondary school group of eleven Year 11 students 
and 3 teachers, who had left their bus at McFarlanes 
Saddle the previous day, made a satellite phone 
distress call to Police. 

They were at the south end of the Wellington Plains 
near Riggalls Spur, in bleak cold weather and heavy 
snowfall.  Two students had hypothermia. The group 
was directed to camp and get the students into tents 
and sleeping bags while a rescue was organised by 
Police Search and Rescue.  

BSAR members were called out and later that 
evening 18 members set off for McFarlanes Saddle. 
Meanwhile, Latrobe Valley SES units and local 
Police attempted to access the group by 4WD and 
oversnow vehicles. 4WD access over Mt Wellington 
was not possible due to the snow depth, but one SES 
“Argo” all terrain vehicle with tracks fitted reached 
the group at 4am Friday morning. 

With vehicle access achieved the situation was less 
urgent, so the BSAR group stopped for a short sleep 
in the Licola CFA shed, and remained there on 
standby during Friday morning in case the vehicle 
rescue that was in progress did not work out.  

In the event the one small SES oversnow vehicle 
shuttled all members of the school group out across 
the Wellington Plains to McFarlanes Saddle. All of 
the group were well by the time they arrived at the 
Saddle. The rescue was successfully completed by 

early afternoon on Friday 12 October. The BSAR group 
returned to Melbourne late afternoon.  

This was history repeating itself.  A school group of 59 
students and 5 teachers got caught in the same sort of 
weather, in the same location in 1974, resulting in a 
much larger rescue.  BSAR was also called out on 
that occasion (see The Scroggin Eaters pp 220).  

Duncan Brookes  
Field Organiser  

 

BSAR Training Activities for 2013 
20-21 July 2013. The annual training weekend at 
Marysville and Lake Mountain, for all current and 
prospective BSAR members.  Winter equipment 
required for snow conditions. 

Sunday 18 Aug 2013. Dryland training day for steep 
snow and ice at Williamstown.  Equipment checks of ice 
climbing equipment will also be performed. 

Sunday 1 Sep 2013. Steep snow and ice training day at 
Mount Buller.  Ice climbing equipment required. 

Members of BSAR will be advised of the details for 
each activity by email notices in the lead up to each. 
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Annual  Report  Bush  Search  and  Rescue  Victoria  2012-13 
Bush Search and Rescue was called out four times 
during the period 1 May 2012 to 30 April 2013 and 
participated in the following searches: 

Blue Range. A missing person in the Blue Range 
was located while 13 BSAR searchers were en route 
to the search location. 

Wellington Plains. A group of school students were 
rescued by oversnow transport on the Wellington 
Plains.  18 BSAR searchers were deployed to Licola 
for this search. 

In summary, 33 search and 168 training person-days 
were recorded and 168 people attended training 
events.  Twenty-one new members joined and 12 
members resigned.  225 searchers are available for 
call-out. 

Jim Gargan led the very successful annual training 
weekend held in conjunction with a Rogaine at El 
Dorado on 27-28 October 2012 with 64 members and 
prospective members attending.  The endurance, 
navigation skills and night travel required for the 
Rogaine provided attendees with a challenging 
training opportunity.  The activities on Sunday 
included field workshops on using GPS and radios, 
followed by a line search and stretcher carry. 

 

Steep snow and ice training was held on 22 July at 
Williamstown and on 28-29 July 2012 at Mount 
Buller.  Twenty-two members participated in 
activities including using ice axes and crampons, 
roping up, self-arrest, holding climbing falls, 
avalanche search and rescue techniques and stretcher 
hauling. Senior Constable Simeon Ranik helped 
organise this training and provided excellent 
instruction to our members. 

Eight BSAR members attended the inaugural 
Victorian Emergency Services Leadership Forum, an 
event sponsored by the Emergency Services 
Foundation for current and future volunteer leaders. 
Around 180 delegates from around Victoria attended 
from emergency services organisations such as the 

CFA, SES, Volunteer Ambulance, Red Cross, other 
regional Search and Rescue organisations and Bush 
Search and Rescue. 

  
Cameron Plant is leading an initiative to replace our 
current call-out systems, including phone, SMS and 
email, with an improved integrated system that is used 
by other Emergency Services Organisations in Victoria. 
The system is undergoing final testing by BSAR prior to 
us using it. 
Bush Search and Rescue's Strategic Plan was completed 
in 2012 after 18 months of effort by a working group led 
by Rod Lawlor. The Strategic Plan identified the 
following priority areas:  

1. Membership, member engagement and retention 
2. Search Effectiveness 
3. Skills and Training 
4. Budget and Finance 
5. Committee and associated activities 
6. Organisational Risk Management 

Arising from the Strategic Plan, Duncan Brookes 
managed the purchase and distribution of safety high-
visibility polo shirts, caps and fleece beanies to all 
members. This safety clothing was funded by a grant 
from the Department of Justice Victoria and some 
additional funds from Bushwalking Victoria, and will 
also assist BSAR to operate and identify as a distinct and 
single organisation. 
I thank all members of the Bush Search and Rescue 
Committee for their ongoing contributions to the 
operations and governance of the organisation. 

I also thank Bushwalking Victoria Board, the Victoria 
Police Search and Rescue Squad and the Victorian 
Department of Justice for the continued support they 
provide to Bush Search and Rescue. 

For the coming year we will continue to focus on 
increasing the number of searchers we provide to call-
outs, recruiting new members, further improving 
member skills and training opportunities and providing 
some additional safety clothing items. 

 
Peter Campbell, Convener 
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The Beginning of the POLICE SEARCH AND RESCUE SQUAD - A BSAR Perspective 
 By Stuart Brookes OAM
Stuart Brookes, a member of the VMTC, was one of the 
founding members of the Federation of Victorian Walking 
Clubs Search and Rescue Section (now Bushwalking 
Victoria; Bush Search and Rescue) in 1949, and a Field 
Organiser during the period covered below.) 

In August 1953 a large scale search involving Police 
and bushwalkers took place at Mt Donna Buang (the 
so-called “Snowgirl” search).  Then in June 1955 
another even larger search occurred across the Baw 
Baws, for Mihran Haig. 
The main search headquarters was at Newlynes Mill, 
on the road below the present Baw Baw village.  The 
Field Organiser for the Federation of Victorian 
Walking Clubs Search and Rescue Section was Bill 
Bewsher (14th June 1955). 
The writer was given charge of a group to do a 
reconnaissance search across the top and south 
towards Mt Erica and then finished up at Erica 
village (16th June).  Here I was instructed to set up a 
second search headquarters, eventually having about 
150 searchers including 50 Air Force men from Sale 
RAAF base. 
On Monday 20th June, I was taken by police car to 
Russell Street Police Headquarters and likewise Bill 
Bewsher from Newlynes Mill, for a conference with 
the Chief Commissioner Major General S. H. Porter. 
(During World War 2, then Brigadier Porter was a 
senior commander on the Kokoda Track campaign.)  
The meeting discussed the progress of the search.  
Next morning we were picked up by police car and 
returned to our respective search bases. 
The search by this time was becoming highly 
political and Government Ministers visited the search 
headquarters; the Minister for Forests visited Erica.  
The search was terminated on Wednesday June 22nd, 
the missing man not found. 
We realised later that we might have made an 
impression on the Chief Commissioner because 
representatives of the Federation were invited to a 
conference at Russell Street Police Headquarters on 
July 15th 1955 together with senior officials from a 
number of Government Departments including the 
Forests Commission, Lands Department, State 
Electricity Commission, MMBW (Melbourne and 
Metropolitan Board of Works), State Relief 
Committee and the CFA and officers from the Army 
and RAAF. 
Prior to this in June 1955 Henry Bolte was elected 
Premier of Victoria and announced that the 
Government would provide funds to set up a body to 

deal with emergencies, such as bush searches, hence the 
interest of the various government departments. 
The FVWC Search and Rescue Section members present 
were Bill Bewsher, Bill Buchanan and Stuart Brookes 
(the former two are now deceased).  The Chief 
Commissioner listened patiently to the various 
Department heads, each claiming to be the best to set up 
the new group and thus get funds, but Commissioner 
Porter finally announced that under the existing act of 
Parliament only the Police Department had the power to 
deal with emergencies. 
We wondered why we were invited, as we didn’t 
anticipate that we (the bushwalkers) would get any 
money, but at the end of the meeting the Commissioner 
announced that he proposed to set up what he described 
as a commando style group to deal with emergencies on 
land and on water.  He then asked us if, when he had set 
up the Police Search and Rescue Squad, they could 
participate in our search practices. 
Initially the new Squad comprised Sergeant Angus and 
two constables who we came to know very well, and the 
Squad slowly expanded.  This later expansion is dealt 
with in detail in pages 111 and 112 of the book “Police 
in Victoria 1836-1980”. 
The Federation of Victorian Walking Clubs had an 
unexpected bonus out of all this, when Premier Bolte 
announced that teachers and other State Government 
employees, members of the FVWC Search and Rescue 
Section, would be granted leave on full pay when called 
up for searches. 

 
June 1955  Baw Baws search, the Erica search headquarters.  L 
to R standing: Mounted Constable J. Bourke (Erica), Mounted 
Constable A. Sommers (Neerim), Bill Buchanan (FVWC SAR 
Section), Detective Inspector D. Toner (Malvern CIB). 
Seated: Stuart Brookes (FVWC SAR Section) 



 

 

Bush Search and Rescue cloth badge 

 

A BSAR cloth badge in the distinctive BSAR colours is 
now available.  BSAR members and supporters can 
purchase a badge for $12, posted.  Alternatively, Club 
BSAR delegates can obtain badges at BSAR Committee 
meetings for $10 each. 

To order a badge, go to  www.bsar.org/orders, click 
on the link for the online order form and enter your 
details. 
 
Any questions? Contact  orders@bsar.org 

 
 

Welcome to new BSAR members 
BSAR warmly welcomes the following new members: 
 

Richard Bassett-Smith  MUMC 
Nicole Crequer  MUMC 
Danielle Curnow-Andreasen  MUMC 
Ryan Judd  MUMC 

Taner Kucukyuruk  MUMC 
Elizabeth McCutcheon  BV 
Rodney Polkinghorne  MUMC 
Alexander Thompson  MUMC 
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