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The award of a Certificate of Appreciation (CofA) may be made to a person or organisation that has made a contribution of significance to Bushwalkers Search & Rescue.

The Process

The CofA award process can be initiated by an individual BSAR member, a group of BSAR members, or a FVWC Club.

The proposer must submit a written proposal to the BSAR Convenor. The proposal must detail the contribution that the person/organisation has made to BSAR and demonstrate that the person/organisation meets the criteria specified for the award.

The proposal will be considered by and any recommendation made by a BSAR subcommittee set up specifically for that purpose. The full BSAR committee must ratify any recommendation of an award. If an award is not recommended specific feedback will be provided to the proposer.

The dated certificate should outline the contributions made by the person/organisation to BSAR. The Convenor or other senior BSAR member should present the Certificate on an appropriate occasion.

The Criteria for award of a CERTIFICAT OF APPRECIATION

Criteria for a BSAR member

The criteria for award of a CofA to a BSAR member include: 

Registered Search Member

The member should have been registered as a BSAR member for at least 20 years and have participated in a combination of at least 15 call outs, searches and training activities during that period.

Delegate

The member should have been a registered search member for more than 5 years plus have been a delegate who regularly attended Committee meetings for at least 15 years.

FO or PLO

The member should have been a registered search member for at least 10 years plus have been a PLO or FO for at least a further 10 years and have actively managed a number of searches as a PLO, FO or assistant PLO/FO.

Peer Supporter

The member should have been a registered search member for at least 10 years plus have been a peer supporter for a further 10 years with active participation in peer support activities. 

Club Contact

The member should have been a club contact for at least 20 years and have completed at least 15 club search callouts during that period.

A member may be accepted for a CofA award if they have actively participated in a combination of the roles above within BSAR over a 20-year period. 

A CofA will normally only be considered for a member who has completed their active role in BSAR.

Criteria for other meritorious persons or organisations

A CofA may be awarded to persons or organisation outside BSAR where the Committee considers it appropriate. These awards should be decided by the BSAR Committee as a whole and should be based on the merits of the particular circumstances. 

In general terms, it would be expected an award would only be made after an association of significance with BSAR that had continued for more than 20 years or as a result of some extraordinary activity or event that warrants special recognition.

A BSAR Certificate of Appreciation is not to be confused with a BSAR Employer Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of allowing a BSAR member time off work to attend searches.

Definitions

The following definitions apply to the assessment of an award of a CofA:

· A search is when the member has been called out and has actually begun the searching/rescue activity.

· A call out (searcher) is when a member is travelling to the search but it is called off prior to the member actually commencing to search. For a call out to be recognised the member must have at least travelled to the nominated pickup or rendezvous point.  A call out (Club Contact) is when a contact has been requested to conduct a call out of members.

· A training activity is active participation in any BSAR-recognised training such as a winter or summer search practice, etc.
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